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nesses of the local tribesmen.1   A punitive expedition was then sent on
in advance, to Jalalabad, where it avenged the murder of the Persian
envoy.
Nadir and his main force thereupon advanced to Bahar Sufla2 ; a
few miles S.W. of Jalalabad, where Rida Quli, in response to a summons
from his father, joined the latter on the 7th November, having travelled
from Balkh via the Qunduz (Badakhshan) district.3
In the previous year (1737) the young prince had carried out his
father's instructions to subdue the rebellious Governors of Andkhud
and Balkh ; he had then, without any authority from Nadir, crossed
the Oxus and, after punishing some hostile tribesmen, boldly marched
in the direction of Bukhara and laid siege to the town of Qarshi and the
fortress of Shulluk. Abu'1-Faid, the weak and degenerate ruler of
Bukhara, assisted by numerous Ozbeg and other Central Asian tribesmen,
marched to the relief of Qarshi, but was defeated. Rida Quli's forces
succeeded in taking Shulluk and were still besieging Qarshi when orders
arrived from Nadir to raise the siege and return at once to Balkh. At
the same time Nadir sent word to Abu'1-Faid that he recognised his
sovereign rights over Bukhara and that he had ordered his son to cease
making war upon him.4 Rida Quli obeyed his father's orders and returned
to Balkh, where he remained until he was summoned to Bahar Sufla in
order to confer with his father regarding the defence of Khurasan which
(as will be explained in Chapter XVI) was then threatened with invasion
by Ilbars of Khwarizm. Nadir, apparently, first received news of Ilbars's
hostile intentions when he was at Kabul, and it was then that he resolved
to invade Khwarizm on his return from India.
After reviewing the troops whom Rida Quli had brought from Balkh,
Nadir made the young prince Viceroy of Persia " with power to appoint
and dismiss Governors and (other) persons of authority." A few days
later he placed the diadem on the head of his second son Nasrullah and gave
orders that he and his other sons should, " in the manner of kings," wear
&&jiqa or aigrette of royalty on the right side of the head, instead of on
the left.6 ^ On the 3rd Sha'ban (i7th November, 1738), Rida Quli took
leave of his father and returned to Persia to take up his vice-regal duties.
On the following day Nadir and his army set out for Jalalabad, where,
in due course, they camped ; provisions at this place were very scarce.8
*Mirza Mahdi omits the names of these tribes.   It is stated by Anand Ram (fol. 164 (b) ) that
the Safi Afghans offered much resistance to Nadir: see also Ashub d. «
1 Bahar Sufla is, apparently, identical with Bahar Pa'in.
*T.N., p. 195.
of ^^ &&'* TurMstan campaign are given in Chapter XVI.
^^S^^°^ °? aJdJ?r, w^ Kalushkin received from an Armenian correspondent
from Jalatobad (E. de la G., Vol. II, Part II, p. 369).

